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But that indifference soon passed and gave place to one of those violent homosexual
attachments which, so common are they among adolescents of either sex, must be

considered normal rather than abnormal. (38)
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If T could always live with you, if your lips and mine could at the same time drink the
same draught at the same fountain of mercy, I hope, I trust, I might one day become
better, far better than may evil wandering thoughts, my corrupt heart, cold to the

spirit and warm to the flesh, will now permit me to be. (Smith 156)
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Much comment has expended on this fervency of religious emotionalism, which has been
represented as a morbid but temporary hysterical affection: biographers, Mrs Gaskell
among them, slightly bewildered at it, have preferred largely to suppress it as being a
disturbing and inharmonious feature in their preconceived portrait of Charlotte.

(Benson 43)
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Never again did she give her heart to anyone, man, or woman 1n joy and exaltation,
and 1t was her human adoration for Ellen that kindled in her this religious

emotionalism. (43)
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